Endovascular treatment of acute limb ischemia: review of current plasminogen activators and mechanical thrombectomy devices.
Acute limb ischemia occurs in 15% to 20% of patients with chronic peripheral arterial disease. Off-label use of tissue plasminogen activators is the most common approach for patients with ischemic limbs that can wait 24 to 48 hours to restore flow. In the past decade, mechanical thrombectomy devices that use aspiration, maceration, or ultrasound waves have been developed to allow more rapid restoration of flow. Combination therapy with both mechanical and pharmacologic thrombolysis has become commonplace without randomized data to support its use. This article reviews acute limb ischemia and data regarding pharmacologic and mechanical thrombolysis.